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by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, November 30, 1988
Damages caused by Hurricane Joan in Panama were recently estimated at over $60 million,
according to a report submitted to President Manuel Solis Palma by an interdisciplinary
governmental commission. The report states that the government is spending $60,000 per day
to provide foodstuffs to 40,000 persons affected by the hurricane. The report summarized the
following: seven persons dead, 6,732 injured, and 23 missing; 35,000 persons suffered economic
damages; 753 homes destroyed or damaged; eight bridges destroyed; and, 1,400 kilometers of
roadway damaged or destroyed. Departments affected by hurricane damage include Chiriqui,
Veraguas, Colon, Herrera, and Bocas del Toro. Residents of the Kuna Yala area also reported
damages. In Costa Rica, torrential rains caused 20 rivers to overflow, flooding 75 villages and towns,
resulting in damages to crops, bridges and roadways. Shortly after the tempest, President Oscar
Arias announced that the damages totaled 5 billion colons ($65 million). A total of 27 persons died,
and thousands were injured. An estimated 1,500 homes were destroyed. Banana producers lost 15
million colons in export revenues. Coffee producers are concerned about export losses that may
occur due to transportation problems caused by damage to roadways and bridges. Ports, airports
and frontier posts are being monitored to prevent the entry of African locusts, reportedly swept into
the Caribbean region by the trans-Atlantic hurricane. (Basic data from 11/21/88 report by Regional
Coordination for Economic and Social Research of Central America and the Caribbean-CRIES,
Managua)
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